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Mr. LAMBERT : I am not sarcastic. The
Minister for Works knows that I am ressonably
charitable. I hope that the party at present
on the Opposition side will be able soon to go
out inte the highways and by.weys of the State
and show the people what it is possible for this
State to achieve.

Mr. Teesdale: There have already been two
swan songs to-pight.

Mr: LAMBERT: I hope the Government
will conzider the question of generating eleotrie
ourrent at Collie for utilisation at Bunbury,
This preposition is particularly attractive to me,
because I know from my experience of other parts
of the world what big faoilities for establishing
many secondary industries are offered by a
port like Bunbury, situated in close proximity
to big areas of coal measures. I do not say
this out of regard for the member for Bunbury
{Mr. Money); but if I were representing
a distriet with opportnnities for the establish-
ment of industries so apparent, I should never
allow this session to close until I had obfained
from the Government some earnest of their
intention to establish, either by State enterprise
or by aagistance to private individuals, the
indnstries which should be operating hers to-
day. Soon the leader of the Opposition will
be afforded an opportunity to outline a policy
which should commoand the support of the people
of Western Australia, The electors will be able
at no distant date to signify whether the whole
of their interests is absorbed in the broad acres
of this country. Any man, in levelling eriticism
at the Government, should heve no desire to
depreciate the efforts put forward by the Premier
to settle poople on the land, but the Premier must
recognise that agriculture is not the only industry
in the State. We have other concerns which
ought to be fostered. The Premier ought to
know that we have derived nothing from Federa-
tion, but, on the other d, we have made
the greatest possible sactifices of any State
of the Commonwealth. In Western Australis,
where there is no possible opportunity of inducing
the capitaligts of the Eastern States to establish
industries, where there exist fields of limitless
resonrces that could be exploited by capital and
labour working hand in hand, there are oppor-
tunities whioch, if advertised in Englend, or
assisted by the Government, would lead to the
establishment of many importent industries,
Woollen mills and factories of many descriptions
could be established here, and men and capital
wonld be attracted hither as never before. If
we are going to tell the people of the old world
that we have merely broad acres to offer and
nothing else, we shall not get them. The member
for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) has told us that
when he dared to mention in England one-balf

-of the resources of this country, he was dis-
believed. A small concern that I floated with
a little ecapital over a year ago hag astual
realisable resources amounting to twenty millions
of money, and I mention that in no boastful
spirit. Responsible men representing the Im-
perial Government, men like Lord Morris and
Ear]l Stanley have exclaimed, ‘ Good God!
Have you all these things in Western Australia ?
How is it that all these resources are unde-
veloped and almost unknown ** It is the duty
of the Premier so long as he represents the people
of this eountry to make known its resources.
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I can only hope that side by aide with the polie

of seftling the broad acres of the Sta.té), thz
Premier will see that the great mining industry,
which has done so much for Western Australia
and is capable of achieving very much more, re-
ceives that fostering oure and assistance to whioh
it is entitled. If this is done, the Premier will
find that the mining industry will do much

towards alleviating the financial position which
exista to-day.

. Un motion by Mr. Underwood, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11-20 p.m.,

Regislative Council,

Tuesday, 24th August, 1920,

Page.
Question : Rallway fa treigl wages
Address.in-reply, eﬁxthm;'ay ...htﬂ Tl.d %

The PRESIDENT taok the Cha,irr at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FARES,
FREIGHTS AND WAGES,

The PRESIDENT: I would point out for
the information of hon. members that the
question appearing on the Notice Paper is
scareely in the form of a question so much
as a request. I do not think that Parlia-
mentary procedurs contemplates requests, 1
suggest that, as a question, the Minister
should be asked, ““Will he lay on the Table
of the House,’’ ete. There is a distinet
difference which I think the hon. member
will appreciate.

Hon. H., STEWART: Yes. I might say
that it was suggested I should put the ques-
tion in this form; otherwise the Minister
might answer it ‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘no,’” and go
no further.

Hon. H. STEWART asked the Minister
for Education to lay on the Tahle of the
House: 1, A railway return showing the
additionsl revenue obtained respectively
from metropolitan and country traffie, under
the headings of goods, live stock, passengers,
and miseellaneous, the return to cover the
period from the last inerease in fares and
freights unt:l 30th June, 1920, 2, The extra
amonnt paid in wages for the same period
és the result of the award of the Arbitration
ourt.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Answering the question in the ferm

which you have suggested, Sir, the answer is .

‘“Yey. !
The Minister laid the return on the Table.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixth Day.
Debate resvmed from the 19th August.

Hon. J. E. DODD (South} [4.34]: In
locking over the Governor’s Speech I find
that reference is made to the visit of the
Prince of Wales, followed by a statement
that His Royal Highness’s visit has done
mueh to consolidate the bonds of Empire.
Last year, in speaking on the Address-in-
reply, I drew attention to what one of our
former enemies had said with regard to the
British Empire. I wish to make one or two
remarks in regard to the same matter,
because there appear to me to be two
elagses of people in the country. There
i3 ome clags who think the country
can do no wrong, no matter what might
be done by the Government or by
thogse in power; and there are those people
who think that the country is never
right. During the four or five years of war
we were, fortunately or unforturately,
blessed with a large number of people who
thought the Empire could do no wrong
whatsoever, and to-day we seem to be
blessed with a great number of people who
think nothing good can come out of the
Empire, Last session I quoted what
General Smuts, one of our late enemies in
the South African war, had sald, namely,
that the British Empire was the greatest
mordl and physical force in the world. To-
day I want to quote what a very prominent
Labour man, Mr. George Barnes, is credited
with stating, Mr, Barnes was a member of
the Imperial War Couneil during the war,
but he severed his connection with the
Cabinet at the time the Labour party de-
¢ided that they would remain no longer in
the Government. I give this quotation be-
cause at a time like this it iz well for all
public men, if they possibly can, to show
the people, especially in view of the unrest
prevailing, that the Empire is not altogether
bad. Mr. Barnes in 3 very iluminating
article, a copy' of which was published in
the Westralian Worker,” mentions Brit-
ain’s example to the world, and adds—
#Anyone who has taken the trouble to study
the history of the world Labour movement
is sure to be struck by the contribution
made to it by this eountry.” Our contribu-
tion is b¥ no means ended. We are on the
point of solving marny knotty problems. The
question of the minimum wage, T think, will
be settled on the basis of a minimum wage
for each trade. In solving such questions
an this, we are mnoet only trying to put our
own house in order but to give the world at
large an example which they might copy.
‘We might well place on record some of the
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uiterances of individual men with regard
to the example that Britain has placed be-
fore the worid, and I am glad to have this
opportunity of quoting what Mr. Barnes
thinks of Britain’s attempt to solve the
problem of Labour unrest. I might also
direct attemtion to what the leader of the
Labour party in Tasmania said at a banguet
given to the Prince of Wales. He re-
marked—
We believe in the Empire and we want to
gee it grow in strength and power and-
influence, and embody the realisation of
the grand principles I have named, the
principles of equality, fraternity, and
liberty,
Degpite the tremendous inequality which
exists in Great Britain as well as in other
countries, and despite the terrible record
which we have had at times, we have
a great deal indeed to be proud of. |
for one shall always do my utmost to pre-
vant any efforts being made to undermine
the solidarity of our Empire. At the present
time we are confronted with two problemns,
the high cost of lving and industrial war-
fare, two problems which are very closely
allied, It has been rather a pity that that
magnifieent spirit, which permeated the
people during the war, has not been ex-
ploited to the extent it should have been.
If we could only visualise the dangers of
peace in the same way that we visualised
the dangers of war, we would be doing very
much more and making things very much
better thar they are. The trouble ia that,
in times of peace, we do not see the armies
or the submarines or all the paraphernalia
of war, but there are dangers equally as big
and, if we could only see them, we
should endeavour much more rapidly than
we are doing to bring about means to en-
courage o hetter feeling, It iz doubtless
the desire of every man and woman in the
world to see every individual bappy. We
all desire bappiness. Every member in thia
House desires that every other individual
in the cemmunity shall be bappy. But it is
the method by which we are to bring about
such happiness which i3 to-day a world
difficulty. When we consider the high cost
of living, I think there is very great reason
for the unrest in the world, despite the
terrible war through which we have passed.
I 2o not think the high cost of living to-day
is justified, despite all the loss of treasure
and loss of production brought about by the
war. I do not say that the war has had
no effect on the cost of living. It has; and
a very big effect too. But the cost of living
is too high, even considering what we have
suffered. The cost of living in Western
Australia hag gone up 88 per cent.,, and thaf
is the lowest percentage for any State in
the Commonwealth. It is our duty to look
around and find where the leak is, and
whether our legislation is causing living
costs to mount higher. In my opinion our
legislation is having this effect. It scems
to me that our legislation in Australia is



merély deveted to building up the ecities,
principally Melbourne and Sydney. When
we consider that everything we eat, every-
thing we produce, and everything we wear
iy taxed almost to the uttermost, and that
such taxation is passed on, we can uunder-
stand why living costs soar. Almost all our
legislation tends in the direction of allow-
ing taxes and costs to be passed on. In this
House T have frequently mentioned that
even the income tax is passed on. The
incomie tax is & very much better tax than
a large number of other taxes and is
culled direet taxation, but almost all the
ingome taxation is passed on to the indivi-

dual at the bottom, who consequently
suffers. Then there are the taxes ~on
Teceipts, chegnes, drafts, and all instru-

.ments of exchange. One of the most glar-
ing is the tax on receipts in conneetion with

insurance companies. These companies openly *

add the tax to the premium; they do not
attempt to conceal it. We pass legislation here
to provide for a tax on receipts, and the in-
surance companies and other companies
#imply pass on the amount of the _tax to
the insured. ‘Therefore it secems to me that
we are legislating  in the wrong direction.
The people’s pleasures may be a more leg-
itimate form of taxation than others, but
even in comnneetion with picture shows and
Taces we find that the taxation is passed on
quite openly. The proprietors say quite
openly that thoze who patronise the shows
must pay these taxes. If we build a house
we are taxed for the building. If we put
up an exira room we are taxed for our en-
terprise in putting it up. Al tools and
materials for buildilig houses are taxed. We
are fined becauvse we build. I have pre-
vionsly drawn attention to the property
in Hay Street, known as the late Lord For-
rest’s. Now that property is subdivided
and a number of people are geing to put
up buginess premises on it. The buildings
to be placed on that land will pay very much
more in taxation than the late owmer did.
These people are to be taxed for cireulsting
money and giving employment. We are taxed
on the use value of land, not on the site
value. The bétter we build, the more we
are taxed. That method of legislation seems
to me utterly wrong. Ii cannot possibly re-
sult in anything but an increased cost of
living. The owner of vacant land pays almost
nothing in taxation, but immediately he puts
2 building on that vacant land he is taxed
up to the hilt. Again, I have drawn atten-
tion to the land kmown as Perry’s land,
which the City Council acquired some time
ago. They paid £18,000 for the land, and
consequently the ratepayers of Perth are pay-
ing almost £1,000 a year interest on the
purchase price of that land. T find now
_that there is a proposal hefore the City
Council that some of the land shall be sold
agai for soldiera’ homes. Can there be a
more glaring instance than this of what I
am trying to drive home?. Here is land
upon which the late owner has spent little
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or nothing, and for which, thanks to many
of the people going out into the wilderness

to make farms and to establish sta-
tions, and find mines, and thanks to
the expenditure of public money, he

received £18,000. And now there is no land
upon which to build soldiers’ homes, for
which reason the City Couneil are offering
some of thig property to the Government. The
soldier will be compelled to pay encugh for
the land to cover the purchase price and also
the interest amd every charge on the land,
though the late owner @&id szbsolutely noth-
ing. I do not like to be personal, but I saw
a summing up in regard to the purchase of
this land by the City Couneil, in the course
of which it was stated that more was likely

to be done with the land now that the owner.

had passed away and the property was in
somebody alse’s hands. We 3hould make in-
quiry into these things and see where we
stand. Last year this House carried at my
instance a resolution stating that in the
opinion of the House the interest charges

"of our railways should be a charge upon

land owners. That resolution was earried in
a property House. I suppose no other pro-
perty House in the ‘world would have carried
a motion of that kind in favour of land
values taxation. What has happened? Im-
mediately Parliament went into recess, the
Government absolutely ignored this House
so far as that resolution is concerned, In
that respect this House might never have
been in existence. The Government placed
taxation to the extent of £250,000 per an-
num on the people in increased railway
freights. I am very sorry to see that the
Country party, who previously had the prin-
ciple of land value taxation in their plat-
form, or at least cherished it as a pions
wish, have now decided that they will hate
nothing to do with land valves taxation for

fhe time being. The all-powerful Executive.

of the Farmers’ and Settlers” Association
state that they have written to Professor At-
kingon for his opinion on land values taxa-
tion in order that they may know where
they are. All those who read Professor At-
kinson’s addresses when he was here must
surely bhe convineed that if there is one man
in the world whe cannot give an opinion
on 5 question of thig kind it is Professor
Atkinson. 1 could bring along  two or
three men in Perth to-day who have
forgotten more about this giestion than ever
Professor Atkinson knew—men who Xknow
the State and men who would have been pre-
pared to give the Country party the benefit
of their knowledge.. Yet we find the execu-
tive of the Farmers’ and Settlers’ Associa-
tion stating that they have written to Pro-
fessor Atkinson for information on land
values taxation. Again, the Country party
will have nothing todo with land valoes
taxation; and I presume that they will in-
fluence the Government, The Country party
also stated that they would have nothing to
do with increased railway freights, that they
strongly objected to increased railway
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freights, May T ask, who will pay them?
May I ask, where are we going to get the
money that we need9 Are we to have some
system of legislation that will pass on these
increased railway charges still further? Will
the Govermment or the Country pariy en-
lighter us as to what is to happen? Again,
I find Mr. Angwin saying that there must be
still fnrther inereases in railway charges,
Mr. Collier is advocating land values taxa-
tion without remissions. Where do we stand
amidst this multitude of counsellors? Land
values taxation, to my mind, is always a sys-
tem of substituting taxation whieh is going
to relieve burdens. If we are going to
have land values taxation and protection and
inereased railway freights, the farmers-x_na.y
just as well get out at onee and the mines
close down, If the pastoralist ean stand
these things, he is about the only man en-
gaged in the primary industries who can. We
might do a great deal towards reducing the
. cost of living by more and better organisa-
tion. I am very pleasad to know that the
Minister for Education has been interesting
himself in regard to the city’s milk supply.
No doubt he was moved to do so by the re-
port tendered to this House by yourself, Mr.
- President, and Mr, Duffell and Mr. Milling-
ton some time ago. I am sure that if the
Governmernit would organise on the lines of
that. report, though not in the direction of
extreme socialism, a great deal of good would
result. It has been my unfortunate privi-
lcge to sit for a great number of weeks or
even months on a verandah, and there it has
.eome home to me with tenfold force what a
lack of organisation there is in regard to
everything that relates to our daily life. I
have been struck by the number of milkmen
who have passed up and down the street.
Coming into my street is a4 millenan from
Vietorian Park, and another ifrom South
Perth; and I seppose there is a milkman
going from Wanneroo to Vietoria Park and
South Perth. T think I am right in saying
that almost every house in my street has a
different milkmdan, The same thing applies
ag regarda bakers.
who generally meet once a week opposite my
house, and sometimes give one another bread,
or exchange bread. There they go, the ome
going back the way the other eame, and so
on. I know of eourse that this is a very old
conténtion which I am advancing, but at the
same time T think the community has reached
that point when something must be done in
the direction of organisation, though ‘nmot
perbaps in the direction of extreme socialism,
I for one could never subscribe to the ideals
of extreme socialism. Although members of
this House have, almost to a man, passed
over to extreme socialism, I could never fol-
low the socialist ideal right ont. I do mnot
believe that ever emulation is going to take
the place of orderly competition. But surely
there i3 a medimm, and the sooner the Gov-
ernment get to work in this direction the
better. I would prefer seeing the milk sup-
ply -municipalised to seeing it nationalised.

There are three bakers -

[COUNCII..]

If something ecan be done to municipalise the
milk industry, or something that will do away
with the enormous waste going on day afier
day, the waste of horseflesh and of material
and of wages, something will have been done
to reduce the cost of Iiving. I suppose each
one of us could, if he desired, put up a
speech on the tremendous profits being made
in various directions; but I do mot know that
that would carry us much further. We know
that very high profits are being made. There
are just one or two instances to which I may
direct attention in view of the ocean freights
which are being charged. The profits of the
Steam Packet Navigation Company last year
were £953,000, those of the Oceanic Company
£1,467,000, and those of the Royal Mail
Company £1,341,000. When we remember
that these companies arve boycotting the
Commonwealth line of ships, we can realise
what is behind the high cost of living to
some extent. To me it seems a sad state of
affairs when life to a great many people is
ne more than a mere existence,. while to

" others it means that they find themselves in

the lap, of luxury. All that we can do in the
direction of minimiging the evils arising
from such a state of things, I think we
should do. But let me say -again that class
hatred is no remedy. When I see a number
of individuvais going forth to preach the doe-
trine of class hatred and class warfare, I say
they are proceeding on utterly wrong lines.
‘We have had induvstrial warfare, 1 suppose,
almost since man began. ~ I' was searching
the other day for the beginnings -of indus-
trial warfare, and it seems to me .that for
this purpese we cannot d¢ better than look
back over the history of Moses. I realise
that there is no necessity to direct the atten-
tion of hon. members of this House to the
study of Seripture; T know they are always
devoting thémselves to that pursuit, But on
referring to the history of Moses we
find that he was one of the greatest
strike leaders that ever existed in the
history of the world. The similarity be-
tween these times of ours and the times of
Moses, as- regards negotiations for the set-
tlement of industrial troubles, is striking.
We find where Moses negotiated with Phar-
ach, and for quite a long time he negotiated
to see whether or not he could seitle a
trouble which had arisen. They ‘were agked
to make bricks without straw and the end of
it was that Moses established a blockade for
quite a long time. He tried in every way to
induce Pharach to come to termns and de-
¢ided to leave Egypt and get out, When he
did leave he did not go in for arbitration or
conciliation, he went in for direet action and
the direct action ended Pharaoh’s negotia-
tions altogether in the Red Sea. If we fol-
low the history of Moses we find that: his
fate was similar to that of seores of other
strike leaders. After he crossed the Red Sea
and put the Israelites on the right track, he
was not even allowed to visit the Promised
Land. If we pass on some two or three
thousand years after, and look at the history
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of the Apostles, we find that Paul went to
Ephesus and preached the doetrine of one
Omnuipotent God. A factory owner named
Demetrius made a living by manufacturing
little gods, especially images of Diana.
Paul’s doctrine would have ruined his busi-
ness, s0 he called the crafismen together
and they went abont shouting °‘Great is
Diana of the Ephesians.’’ We are told they
went to the theatre, something like the eivil
servants did- here the other day, and when
Alexander tried to explain the posifion to
- them they would not allow him to speak.
They did not shout out anything about Bol-
shevism or ‘‘Profiteering,”” but ‘' Great is
Diana of the Ephesians.’’ Then we learn
that the town clerk came along and told
them what ought to be done, and he winds
up in this way; ‘* Wherefore if Demetring and
the craftsmen which are with him have a
matter against any man, the law is open and
fhere are deputies, let them implead one

another. . . let it be determined in
lawful Assembly,”’ The town clerk’s
.plea i3 " what <we have |Tbeean trying
to embody in our arbitration legislation.

The most interesting strike of all is omne
that oceurred last year in India where
coolies in the service of one of the Rajahs
struck becanse they said a son and heir had
been horn to the Rajah and they wanted in
consequence a holiday which the Rajah
would not give. After they were told that
no son and heir had been born they still de-
cided to take their holiday. The question of
settling by negotiation is one which is giv-
ing us a great deal of conecern to-day, and
although I have always battled and fought
for and believed in arbitration, I must say
that the meteoric increase in the cost of liv-
ing has almost made the court useless. We
must have means for effecting speedier set-
tlement. The eost of living has gone up so
qguiekly that no one court in Western Aus-
tralia can possibly deal with' the great num-
ber. of cases that come before it. I am
pleased to see that in this direetion there
is an inclination to further extend romnd-
table conferences. I believe that the Indus-
tridl Peace Bill which Mr. Hughes has
brought forward will go a long way to fur-
“ther the holding of these conferences and
bring about industrial peace, although I am
much concerned about the tremendouns cost
. which ig likely to be incurred by the number
of these councils. There is the aspect about
it that we are continually increasing the num-
ber of individuals who, if nof in the eivil
service, are in Government employment, and
I am afraid that this is what will happen
under the Industrial Peace Bill. There will
be many conncils formed and the cost will
be great indeed. During the whole of the
time I was gecretary of the miners’ upion
in Kalgoorlis, we had only ons Arbitration
Court case. We always settled our troubles
by round-table confercnmees, and I think al-
most every other union or industry on the
fields settled their troubles in a similar way.

I think that the case which will come before
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the court shortly will be about the second
or third only in the history of the goldfields.
I 4o not know that we cannot extend the
conference system, or that it would not be
wise if the employers would only come for-
ward with propositions or concessions—I do
not LHke the word—in the directiom, of set-
tling industrial disputes. I am satisfied that
if they do mnot adopt this method, the time
will come when they will be compelled to
do it., If ‘the Chamber of Mines in Kal-
goorlie had agreed to the appointment of a
standing committee representative of the
managers and the men to deal with the work-

ing of the mines, it would have heen
much better for all concerned. If that
course’ had been {followed, many thons-
ands of pounds would have been saved
to the industry. There are a hundred
and one things which workmen see in
the course of their employment which

they could bring under the notice of the
management and which would have the offeet
of Jessening the cost. If the employers do
not willingly come forward and make some
suggestion of this kind, I am ¢onvinced they
will he compelled to do so in the not distant
future. They are doing this ir Epgland and
in America and in many other piaces, and 1
believe the system is a great suceess in the
0ld Country. When I was speaking the
other day I stated that there was a great
deal of indifference in regard to publie
affairs, and that the people did not seem to
think for themselves in regard to elections,
or in regard to the eonduct of those affairs
in which they are vitally interested. It is
remarkable how the people will agree to the
filching of their liberties. I suppose if we
studied history and went back to the begin-
ning of time we would find that it had been
nothing but a continual giving away of lib-
erty on the part of individuals. Even at
the present time when we pose as such demo-
eratic people, we find attempts on the part
of small bodies of men to hang up the whole
of the industries of the State. TLast year I
drew attention to the seamen’s strike which
was one of the cruellest strikes, to my mind,
that ever took place. Xt was cruel not only
beeause of the suffering that it caused, but
cruel because of the indifference with which
the seamen allowed their liberties to be
be taken from them. They came out all
tight in the end but we gain a few shillings
‘sometimes too dearly, and if we gacrifice pur
liberty, T do not care whether it be the in-
lividval or the union liberty, or any ome
else’s liberty, if we give it away as we have
been doing, we are going to land oursélves in
difficulties. On a previons oceasion I drew
attention to a meeting of a thousand men in
this State which was called to say wheher
or not they should leave work, or whether
they should await the deeision of a few men
who were at the time sitting in Melbourne.
That is a very sad state of affairs, I am
pleased to see in connection with the shop
assistants’ trouble here—and may I con-
gratulate Mr. Panton for the part he took in
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it—that on three conseeutive Sundays they
togk ballots to determine what action showld
be followed. It seems to me that is the
logical and only democratic way of deciding
whether people who are dissatisfied should or
should not go out on strike. When an exeea-
- tive will declare a strike without reference to
the individual unionists they are doing some-
thing which is as autocratic as ever amy aufo-
crat in the world did. The right of the ballot
is something we have fought for in the past
and something which we shonld not lightly
give away. I am pleased to be.able to con-
gratulate Mr. Panton on the assistance he

gave in settling the shop assistants’ trouble..

and I believe also, in advocating a ballet, I
remember a strike which oeccurred at Broken
Hill in 1892, and the leader of the Llouse will
probably remember it also, I believe we had
Just eause for striking at that time if ever
anyone did, We went on to the reserve,
about 10,000 of us, orn a Sunday afterncon,
and while the nteeting was in progress the
smelters were running low. It was decided
tkere by a show of hands that we should go
out, and almost every hand went np. Mine was
amongst them. But there was one man who
had the temerity to proposc a ballot, What
happened? He was chased around Broken
Hill. A large number of people. went out on
strike and the strike lasted for about 218
weeks, We fonght to the bitter end and
atter the strike. was over-—we were beaten
out of gight-—hundreds of those same men
who held vp their hands were the men who
execrated thosé who adtised them to go ont
on strike. History has tanght us that there
can be just as much despotism amongst all
raiks of the people as amongst the higher
ranks, the kings and queens. If there is any
event in history that teaches us that more
than another it is the French Revolution.
Who were the arrant cowards of thig revoelu-
tion? They were the men who guillotined
thousands of others, men like Robespierre and
others of his kind, who, when they had to
meet their furn at the’ guillotine, wers more
abject cowards than anyhody else when
abont to be arrested. One man shot
himself and two others ftried to do so.
One tried to stab himself, but was not plucky
enough to do it, and they all went t{o the
guillotine half-dead. We havé men to-day
pointing to Russia and _ saying that
the millenium is to come fom Rus-
sia. ‘T  never Tbelieved all that has
besn said about the Bolshevik, I ecan-
not believe mueh of what has been
said about Bolshevism in Russiz. Mr. Hickey
tells ws that people all over the world,
including Russia, are looking for some-
thing more demoerafic. We are all
anxions to see Russia succeed, and I think
we believe that whatever the Bolsheviks
have done in the way -of atrocities, and des-
potism, they were well taught by the people
who were in power before they took over,
Five to ten years hence is time enough to
eonsider what is taking place in Russia, and
to express an opinion with regard to it. From

what I read the other day, there are men in
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Terth suggesting that it only requires a man
to rise up now in Western Australia to estab-
lish a Soviet Govermment, and we will have
it here. We have only to read of the large
nunber of workers that are heing gulled by
this propaganda, for us o find out.where
we are in regard te Bolshevism. The
Soviet is elected in such a way that it is
almost the antithesis of democracy. It is
almost as hard to move those who are in the
forefront of the Bolshevik element as it is
to shift 2 civil servant wunder the Public
Service Act; I should like to (irect the atten-
tion of the House to what some of the most
extreme socialists in the world are saying of
Bolshevism. I wish particularly te refer to
what Mr, Lloyd George said the other day in
reference to Mr. Bertrand Russell, Mr.
Bertrand Russell comes from the aristocracy

" of England. He is an out and out socialist

and a pacifist. He was fined £100 and sen-
tenced to imprisonment for a térm during
the war, so that his opinious would be all
in the direction of favouring Bolshevism.
Mr. Lloyd George quoted Mr. .Bertrand
Russell, as a socialist leader who had
visited Russia, and who stated that the
Soviet Government was neither socialistie,
democratie, nor Christian, and that the work-
ing classes were in a ‘condition approximating
in many respect to slavery. That is the
opinion of the man who went to Russia for
the purpose of demonstrating to ithe people
of England that Bolshevism was a grand
thing, Mrs. Snowden, Dr. Guesi, and Mr.
Clifford . Allen also went to RBassia, Mrs.
Snowden is known as an extreme socialist,
and Dr. Guest is another. Mr. Clifford
Allen served two or three years’ imprison-
ment as a conscientions objector, and is in
the first ranks of extreme socialism in
England. These three people went to Russia
and on their return reported that what
had displeased the Soviet leaders most was
the statement that Bolshevismm had not the
alightest chance of being implanted in “Eng-
land. Mrs. Suowden said—

I have returned home with the absolute
conviction that we have nothing to learn
or gain from Bolsherism, X¥ngland is a
very conservative country, but soeialism has
a ‘hetter chance there than in Russia through
Bolsheviam, T

I may alsé guote another well-known man,
Prinece Peter Kropotkin. This man was .ban-
ishe® and exiled from Russia some 30 years
ago, and is one of the foromost writers on
reform work in the world. Tiwo or three of
his works are accepted as text-books by the
socialists. "He warns the western or British
workers against taking any such Line of ae-
tion as they have taken in Russia. When we
read extracts like this we must feel it is well
to try and lead some of the workers to know
the other side of Bolshevism. I have read
everything I could lay my hands on about
the Bolsheviks of Russia. T have read Pro-
fessor Good’s book, in which he almost
portrays the millepium in Russia. . We have
thronghout Australia, very strong propa-
ganda going on in favour of Bolshev-
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ism. Unless we are able to combat the
arguments which they are using, I am
afraid we may yet be landed in the
throes of a revolution. I am anxious to see
the Russian people come ont on top, but
surely, if there is one place in the world, or
one people in the world, that has a higher
and more democratic system of government,
it is Aunstralia and the Australian people
with their government by the people, for the
people, and of the people. Surely the Gov-
ernment established in the Commonwealth
is the very ideal of that put forward hy
Lineoln long ago. If we want to alter owr
legislation we can do it throngh the Federal
Parliament, and every wman and woman has
a vote. I do not think it is possible to get
a higher form of government than that. We
certainly might have :zome improvements

made, in the way of proportional representa-

tion, and other ways, but if we set our minds
to get that which we desire, and that which
appeals to the public, we can get it through
the system of government that we have, I
am glad to see from the Speech that the
Government have decided to introduce legis-
lation dealing with the Mining Act and the
Mining Development Aet. I also believe
they intend to deal with the tributing ques-
tion. This is a matter which most urgently
requires to be dealt with. "When the Bill
bearing on this question comes before us, T
hope to have something to say, T am zalso
glad to see that it is intended to bring
up again the Shops and Factories Bill. As
Mr. Panton stated, there is hardly any in-
dustrial law in Western Australia that can
be administered. Almost all our Acts are out
of date. If the Government bring down a
Bill along the lines of that introduced in the
Legislative Assembly last session, I think
we can give our support to it. T am also
pleased to see that the Government are bring-
ing down a Bill to give women equality
with men in regard te Parliament. I am
sorry it has nol yet been decided fo intro-
duce a Bill to amend the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act, If the cost of living continues
to go up and wages to inerease to the ex-
tent they have been inereased, it certainly
follows that the benefits under the Workers”
Compensation Act .should also be increased.
Those who are suffering from injuries are
less able to bear any increases in the cost
- of living than those who are met. It wauld
be well if the Governmeat could introdunce
a Bill to bring that Act more into conform-
ity with the times. On previous cccasions I
have drawn attention to the mining indus-
try, and shall continue to do so while I am
in the House. A few weeks ago the Prime
Minigter said he was anxious to do all he
could to stimulate the mining industry. I
believe some proposal was made for geiting
English eapital into the mining industry,
and that the Prime Minister is going to ap-
point a commission, or some other body of
persons, to see Wwhether or not something
can be dobe to stimulate the induvstry. The
first method by which the Prime Minister
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proceeds to stimulate the industry is to in-
¢rease the tariff burden some 10 or 15 per
cent. In the Govermor’s Speech the State
Government have a paragraph as follows:—
These matters are receiving the atten-
tion of the Government with a view to
ascertaining what steps may be taken
towards keeping down the costs of the
requirements of this, and other industries.
The State Government alse desire to help
the mining industry by adding another
£50,000 to the railway, freights. On the
one hand, in the Iederal Parliament all -
parties with the exception of the Country
party, are uniting to inerease the burdens
borne by the primary industries, and
here in this State the Government pro-
pose to help the mining industry by putting
on £50,000 to the railway freights. The
miner and the farmer, and others engaged
in the primary industries of this State, are
carrying almost every burden of taxationm.
Unfortunately, although a great number of
people can pass on their taxation and their
increased burdens, the miner and the far-
mer cannot do so. The farmer at present is
probably in a better position than he has been
in for a long time, owing t¢ the war, but
that will net last. He is in a better posi-
tion that the miner, because he has health
which the miner has not. TEverything the
miner wuses, the eclothes he wears, the ma-
terial for his home, his machinery, his ex-
plosives, and his stores, are taxed and doubly
taxed. They are taxed by the .tariff, and
again they are taxed by railway freights.
If we have still further inereases—and I
believe we shall have them-——what is going
to happen? Surely these people have enongh
to struggle under already without carrying
additional burdens. T should be pleased to
hear from the leader of the House in what
direction the Govermnent propese to help
the industry. Let me point out a few facts
in regard to the miner which are
not generally known. First of all, the
miner pays for all his hospital dues.
This is not done in all industries. He helps
to pay for the illmess bhrought about hy
reason of his occupation; that is to say, he
pays through the mine workers’ relief fund,
But his wages to-day are the same as they
were 20 years ago, with the exception, I
believe, of an extra shilling conceded by
the mine owners. For long service leave he
iz sent to the sanatorium, He does not get
long service leave, as a large number of
other employees in the State do, and he gets
no free passes. It will be found that a
large percentage of the miners end their
days at Wooroleo. I do not think I am
exaggerating Wwhen I say that the gold
miner, if he is not butchered to make a
Roman holiday, is eertainly butchered to
make Sydney and Melbourne great. Every
conceivable charge is. passed on to the miuer
and the indnstry, who cannot possibly pass it
on any further. We have all heard the lines
entitled ‘‘The Man with the Hoe,’’ the man
carrying the whole world on his back. That
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is largely altered to-day, and it is thesminer
who carries Australia on his back. If the
wihing industry i8 to be killed, let us kil
it straight out, and put the men into some
more healthful ocecupation. But if gold is to
continue as a medium of exchange, if we
are to carry on the industry, let us try to
make the couditions as good as we can for
those who are wasting their lives in it. I
am going to make an appeal to the leader
of the MHouse to see whether he cannot
recommend that a 3¢ per cent. increase be
made in the subsidy to the mine workers’
relief fund. At least the Government should
bear double the cost.they are bearing at the
present time, and pay one-half instead of
one-third of the maintenance of the fund.
The benefits of that fund are not very large,
yet it bas done a tremendous amount of
good for the miners and those dependent on
them. But as years go on so the calls on
the fund are becoming greater, and the
miners and  mine-owners have had
to inerease their weekly contributiona from
3d. to 64. 'The Government might well
go a little further and agree to in-
creage their share of the burden. T noticed
only to-day that the Minister for Education
. hag guaranteed £7,000 per amnum towards
the establishment of child study clinics,
The Minister for Education: That guar-
antee is for four States. ’
Hon. J. E. DODD: I think the highest
amount the Government have yet paid in
any one year to the mine workers’ relief
fund is £5,500. The amount guaranteed by
the Labour Government when the fund was
“initiated was an annual expenditure up to
£7,500. That was on the subsidy basis. But
as time went on it wag found that the fund
could not possibly be administered on that
hasis. The Registrar of Friendly Societies
is anxious to put the fund omn an ae
tuarial basis. I hope the Government will
net agree to that. I have the utmost respect
for the Registrar, who in my opinion is one
of the best servants the Government have,
but I hope the Govermment will mever
establish the fund on that basis. The leader
of the House will remember the fund at
Broken- Hill, which was on an actuarial
basis, with a reserve of £300,000 or £400,000,
to provide for some improbable eventunality.
We do not want that in a fund of this kind.
“We want, rather, & fund that ean be opeér-
ated on without having regard to seme
catastrophe which may mnever happen. I
think that if I were to bring forward a
motion asking the Gfovernment to indrease
their subsidy to this fund I could, with the
cold hard logie of facts, convinee  every
member of the House, with the result that
the motion would be ecarried. Y .do not be-
lieve there is amongst ws any member who
would not agree to the carrying of such a
motion, guite apart from sentiment; while if
we were to appeal to the House from the
sentimental point of view I am sure they
would do all they possibly could to relieve
the miners’ fund. There is no other calling

“that he is a
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on earth 'so badly paid as is mining, no
other ealling in which men are to the same
extent giving np lives and health. It is most
depressing to those who have been behind
the seenes and know what is going on inm
the indastry. I am not blaming anybody.
I say again that I have. no fanlt whatever
to find with those tontrolling the industry.
But while gold is the medium of exchange,
and while we have the industry, the miner
will always be subject to a number of the -
existing disabilities. I believe mueh more
could be done to mitigate the conditions of
the industry, and I believe much more will
be done in commection with all new mines.
But what we are most concerned about to-
day is the effects of their environment on
the men in the deep mines. It is appalling
when we consider how those men are suffer-

+ing and steadily dying out. .The union of

which I was secretary numbered 2,500 mem-
bers when I left Kalgoorlie. It is sadden-
ing to me to sée day after day published
aceounts of the passing of men I knew;, men
on the books of that union, nen, some of
them, of the finest type, falling vietims to
miners’ plague. I hope something may be
done to alleviate their distress. If miners’
wages had advanced in comparison with the
wages of all other employees in the State,
the miner would now be receiving over £6
per week. If gold received the same pro-
tection as do boots, clothes, Nestle's mill,
and other commodities, the mine-owner would
be receiving over £5 per ounce for his gold.
‘We are doing onr best to eripple the indus-
try and the men in it. I hope Ministers in
this House may see their way clear to bring
the matter before the Government. The
Minigter for Mines knows every aspect of
the mining industry. No man in Western
Australia is morc competent to deal with
mining questions than is he, and I helieve
large-hearted man. His
family have suffered from miner’s dis-
ease, I am sure that if Ministers in this
Houge would talk the matter over with the
Minister for Mines he would be agreeable
to making some advance in the subsidy to
the mine workers’ relief fund. - Let us just
consider what ia taking place for the benefit .
of Labour throughout the world, I draw
attention to this for the reason that
if we are to come out om the right side we

musgt do something to combat the propa-
ganda so frequently met with, Tn connee-
tion with the Peace Treaty; there was

established an International Bureau of ILab-
our, We do not hear mueh about it out here;
onr newspapers de not give these matters
the prominence which they should. It was

decided to establish an International Lahour

Bureau to deal with all matters affecting
Labour in every counitry under the League
of Nations. We are told that the League
of Nations is simply a league of bankers,
which i3 going to do something prejudicial
to democracy and to the people of the worl,
notwithstapding that the leagve was brought
into being by one of the finest idealists the
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world has ever known, namely, Dr. Wilson.
The first International Labour ¢onference
convened uader the authority of the Peace
Treaty was held in Washington on the 29th
October of lust year, and concluded its lab-
curs exactly one month later. The purpese
of this organisation was to promote the re-
gulation of international labour conditions.
I have here a list of some of the questions
referred to the conference.—1, The guiding
principles above enunciated, that Labour
should not be regarded merely as a commo-
dity or article of commerce. 2, The right of
association for all lawful purposes by the
employed as well as by the sniployers. 3,
The payment to the employed of a wage
adequate to maintain a reasonable standard
of life as this is understood in their time and
country: 4, The adoption of an eight hours
day or a forty-eight hours week ag the stand-
ard to be aimed at where it has not already
been .attained. 5, The adepiion of a weekly
rest of at least twenty-four hours, which
should include Suplay wherever practicable,
6, The abelition of child labour and the im-
position of sueh limitations on the labour
of youny
tumahon of theit education and assure their
Proper plysical development. 7; The prin-
ciple that men and women shoul('l receive
equal remuneration for work of equal value,
8, The standard set by law in each country
wi‘th respect to the conditions of - labour
ghould have doe regard to the equitable
economic treatment of all workers lawfully
resident therein. 9, Each State should malke
provision for a s}rstem of inspection in which
women should fake part, in order to ensure
the enforcement of the laws and regulations
for the protection of the employed. These
werc some of the matters referred fo the
conference. Thirty-eight eountries were re-
presented, and a number of women were pre-
sent. They agreed to the 48-hours week,
When we think what that means, a 48-hours
week throughout the world, and remember
the.long hours worked in such ecountries as
Tndia and Japan, we can realise what an
immense improvement iz going to take place
throngh this TInternational Labour Bureau
established by the Peace. Treaty. Excep-
. tions were “laid down 4in Teferemee to
Jupan and India. For a certain time in
some instances they are to be allowed to
work more than 43 hours in one week. But
when we vealise that the improvement of
labour conditions in one country is going to
be the improvement of labour eonditions in
another eountry, we shall anderstand the
importance of this conference to every
worker throughout the world. . Then, again,
they made recommendations with rega,rd to
unemployment, reciprocity of treatment of
foreign workers, the employment of womex,
the prevention of anthrax and lead poison-
ing, and also with regard to healfth matfers.
But the most important of all were the re-
commendations with regard to the employ-
ment of ehildren. Those who have read the
articles written by Mr. McCay, who went

persous u#s shall permit the' con-’

“encing those terrible. confliets
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to Japan; on the effect of the employment of

children in Japan, children of even four or

five years, can understand the immense ad-

vanee which. has heen made. We begin to

realise that something other than butchery

has come ont of the war. Improvement of

the workers brings an improvement to all

classes and, although we in Auwustralia have

not much t¢ gain from the first labour con-

ference, beeause almost everything carried

there already exists in Ausiralia, these con-

ferences are- to be held every year and

we are likely to gain wvery much indeed

from this international Labeur movement. 1 -
would commend this matter to my Labour

colleagues and ask them to stedy it and see

whether, despite all the ills of the war, des-

pite all the savagery and butchery and high

cost. of living, we are not going to get some-

thing which will be conducive to our well-

being. T do not think that the only outeome

of the war will be ill; I think we shall
derive an immense amount of good. When

1 recollect what has happened cver quite a

nwinber of years with regard to what is
called the Internationale, a large number of

labour and socialist men and women meet-
ing ‘on the Continent of Europe with Auds-
tralian delegates sometimes in ~ attendance,
when I think of ope section of the workers
meeting and how fufile wére their accom-
plishments in the past, I begin to feel that
after all the war is going to effeet an im-
mense amount of good in the status ‘of the
working classes. I hope something will be
done in the direciion of spreading abroad,
through hewspapers or even by Government
pamphlets, accounts of what is being done
in other paris of the world to improve the
condition of the workers. If this is done, it
will go far to allay many of the causea of in-
dustrial unrest. I sincerely hope- that we
may go along withont reaping what some
other countries are reaping, and that we may
Le able to bring forward legislation which
will enable us to carry on without experi-
which are
ccenrring in other parts of the world.

On niotion by Hon, 8ir E. H. Wittenoom
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at §.5¢ p.m.



